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In Devanaagari script, letters can be divided in to three types, 
Swaras (Vowels), Vyanjanas (Consonants) and Sanyukta 
Vyanjanas (Conjunct or Joined Consonants). 

In Devanaagari script, each Swara possesses a Matra (Symbol). 

In Devanaagari script, 3 separate Matras are allotted to the 
Anuswaara, the Anunaasika and the Visarga. 

When two Consonants are joined by a Halanta (or Hal) in between, 
a Conjunct Consonant is formed. 

Some special consonants are also formed by putting a dot below 
any other consonant. 

Devanaagari Script is the National Script of India and Nepal. The 
Government promotes it at the National Level. 
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Writing Devanaagari 
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We know, that English is written above the line. But 
instead, in practice Devanaagari is written above 
the line. 

Avoid writing Devanaagari in slant way. 

It’s easy to write in Devanaagari Script, but to 
excel in handwriting practice is necessary. 
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These letters of Hindi are identified as Vowels. 
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This is the basic vowel of Devanagari. 
It doesn’t have its own Maatraa 
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This is the basic vowel of Devanagari. 
It doesn’t have its own Maatraa 
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For Others 

This tetter has a pronunciation unique to many Indian languages except a few. Those 
who don't have an Indian background may face difficulty in pronouncing the letter 
correctly. The general pronunciation is very light, soft and less pressurized. It is actually 
very loose and easy to pronounce. Atleast, in Hindi language, its pronunciation changes 
to 'e' as in ‘get* in certain cases. 

How to correct pronunciation : Listening to Hindi-Urdu Music and Speeches with 
considerable amount of concentration can help in mastering the pronunciation. You may 
also try conversing with a very good Hindi-speaker and observe the way he pronounces. 
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What is Matra? 

Matra is a diacritic used in the Devanaagari 
script. It is used as a vowel marker which is 
added to any consonant letter to specify the 
vowel added to the consonant 
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Vowels 
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Sanskrit 
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Like 'a' in air 

Like *315 ’ in Hindi 
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Like ‘o' in orange 

Like W in Hindi 
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Pronunciation of ^ and 3Tt in Sanskrit and Hindi 
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Nasalization is a feature of Indian languages. 
In the Indian (■subcontinental) languages, this 
phenomena of Vowel Nasalization is observed. 
In Devanagari, this phenomena is symbolized 
in the form of a Chandra Bindu (a Moon and a 

Point). 
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Before going to Consonants let us learn what 
is Halanta. It neutralizes the effect of any 
Vowel over a Consonant and hence denotes 
the pure sound of a Consonant (Vowel free). It 
is denoted by a Hal Symbol 
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Let us see how Matras join with the letters and what 

is the mechanism behind it 

srra* Suppose 
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It is pronounced as ‘se’ /se/ and it means from’ 





Vowels ok 
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Vowels ok 
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Vowels ok 
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Vowels ok 












